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C.    Costs. Benefits, and Effectiveness

Program Scope: The following table indicates the number of full-time equi-
valent students registered on the MSRTS since 1977. These counts serve as
the basis for program funding. One full-time equivalent equals 365 days of
enrollment on the MSRTS. A count of the actual number of students identified
as eligible for services and enrolled on the MSRTS is also listed below.
Many students are not enrolled for the full calendar year, which accounts
for the difference between FTE and actual counts.

Calendar Year         Full-time Equivalent       Number of Eligible Students
Students (ages 5-177

1977                        296,430                                       467,796

1978                         323,501                                               494,417

1979                        366,460                                       522,154

1980                        398,798                                       550,253

1981                          417,298                                              577,483

1982                        426,014                                       593,042

The Migrant Education Program has grow from 121 projects serving approimate-
ly 43,000 students in 1967 to 3,300 projects serving approximately 593,042
students in 1982.

Types of Benefits Provided: Nearly all migrant children (97 percent) who
received any Instruction funded by the Migrant Education Program received
instruction in reading or language arts; 66 percent received instruction
in mathematics; and 39 percent received instruction in one or more other
subjects (E. 3).

Program Effectiveness: No recent data are available about the effectiveness
of services provided under this program.

Analyses of data from the last national impact study (E. 3} failed to Indicate
any consistent, significant relationship between pre-to-posttest score gains
for migrant children in grades 2, 4, and 6, and .any variable that had to do
with compensatory instruction provided by the Migrant Education Program, or by
any other funding source. In fact, no relationship was found between score
gains and attendance in school.

The national impact study did note that, in terms of their pretest scores
in reading (and, to a slightly lesser extent, their pretest scores 1n
mathematics), migrant children in grades 2, 4, and 6 show significant
educational disadvantage. In early 1978, migrant children in grades 4 and
6 had mean scores 0.8 of a standard deviation below the grade-level counter-
part general population in reading, and 0.6 of a standard deviation below
the counterpart general population in mathematics {because the migrant
population is significantly over age in grade, the age-based discrepancy
would be much larger). On the reading test, across all three grades, it
is estimated that at least 48 to 62 percent of the migrant children scoredaddition, support services such as attendance and guidance counseling
